CHAPTEE VI
THE REFORMED PARLIAMENT AND THE CRISIS OF 1834
1833-1835
THROUGHOUT the reform struggle Peel is seen some-
what at a disadvantage. He is undergoing the discipline
of adversity. He is not the hero of the fight; he is
not the master of the situation. There is a breach
between Mm and his former followers, a breach not
merely of unmerited distrust but of real divergence.
Men could not understand his tactics. Yet the explana-
tion is not far to seek. Peel had taken to heart the
lessons of 1829 and 1830; his followers had not. He
strenuously opposed the Eeform Bill and the ministers
who introduced it. He certainly disapproved of the
measure and thought it revolutionary; but his opposition
was that of a man who knew that public opinion was
against him, and that the country was determined to
insist on the emancipation of the popular legislature
from the usurped domination of a class. But he was
no longer in sympathy with the old toryism. Hence
for a time his authority as a leader was impaired. The
old Tories had not forgiven him for what they regarded
as his betrayal in 1829. The truth is he only gradually